
 

 

 
Dear Friends & Neighbors,        October  2018 
  
 

My name is Dawn Euer and I am running for re-election to the State Senate in District 13. 
Although the election is weeks away I’m writing to share with you who I am, my background, 
my priorities, and my values. 

  
I was born in June 1979. My parents, Bob and Rose, raised my brother, sister, and me on a 

single income with our Dad working full time and Mom staying at home with us. My dad 
served in the Navy during the Vietnam War and was trained on nuclear power operations. 
While in the service he met my mom. They became pen pals while he was in Vietnam, fell in 
love and got married. When he came back to the U.S. he got a job at a local power plant 
because of the experience he gained in the Navy.  

 
My siblings and I were outdoor kids that enjoyed playing in the yard, riding bikes, fishing, 

eating fresh vegetables out of the backyard garden, and staying out until the streetlights 
came on. My mom is proud that Earth Day started in Wisconsin; it was important in our 
family to appreciate and protect nature. That is why issues related to our environment are 
so important to me and why I quickly sponsored legislation opposing off-shore drilling in 
Rhode Island after being elected last year. 

  
 

In 2003, my dad told me he was losing his job at the power plant he had worked at for 27 
years. It was devastating for my parents, especially my Dad. He would apply for jobs at other 
power plants in the area, only to be told his skills didn’t match or that he needed a degree in 
order to meet the job qualifications. He was unemployed for five years the first time and was 
laid off once more before landing at his current job. Today, at 67, he works six hours away 
from my Mom during the week and drives home to see her on the weekends. We recently 
found out that he is once again facing the prospect of being laid off from his job, and yet is 
still unable to retire. Most of my parent’s savings were depleted trying to make ends meet 
while my Dad was out of work. On top of that, my Dad’s retirement was mostly lost when the 
market crashed. This experience has highlighted for me how much the economy and 
workforce have changed. We haven’t done enough to support one another in developing the 
skills we need to keep up with changes in industry. That is why I think it is critical to 
invest in job training programs and am proud of the steps we’ve taken to make getting a 
higher education more attainable. 

 
  
I worked my way through college by working full-time for the university police 

department and attending classes part-time. I had a great manager who encouraged and 
challenged me to develop strong leadership skills. I also studied American Sign Language 
(ASL) as my second language, which allowed me to get a job with the Minnesota Chemical 
Dependency Program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Individuals after college. One aspect of 
my job was to coordinate with insurance companies on behalf of new patients. I was able to 
advocate for our program because I knew it was important for patients to receive treatment 
in their own language (ASL) as it improved the effectiveness of the program. That job was 
the first of many instances that made me appreciate the diversity and richness of American 
life and culture. 

 
I decided to go to law school in 2006 so I could better understand how the legal system 

worked. Intending to pursue a career in renewable energy and international environmental 
law, I enrolled at Roger Williams University School of Law. I took every opportunity available 
to get hands-on legal experience. I also helped formalize the Alternative Spring Break 
program, which allows students to work on legal projects across the country during spring 
break. I led a group of students to the Gulf Coast to aid people recovering from Hurricane 
Katrina, and to Appalachia where the fight over mountaintop removal was in full swing. 
Through this work, I discovered my passion for using the law to improve people’s lives and 
protect the environment. 

 



 

 

During law school, I moved to Newport and fell in love with the community. I appreciate 
being so close to the ocean, the international flavor because of the sailing culture and the 
tourism economy, the history, and the locals who debate whether someone could be a 
“Newporter” if they were born at Rhode Island Hospital, but their kids were born at Newport 
Hospital (I know the answer is, no!) I’ve spent a lot of time working with local nonprofits and 
civic groups like Bike Newport and the Newport Open Space Partnership. Having been here 
for almost ten years, I consider myself a Newporter-by-choice and I can’t imagine living any 
place else. 

 
After law school, I began working for Marriage Equality Rhode Island (MERI), a non-profit 

organization whose goal was to make marriage legal for all loving couples regardless of their 
gender. One of the first couples I met were Larry and David, who had been together and in 
love for 32 years. Larry and David, and so many other couples, inspired me to work harder. 
Although there was an initial defeat in 2011, we buckled down and changed the conversation 
in the state around the issue and on May 2, 2013, marriage equality legislation was signed 
into law. 

 
 
I continued working as a political consultant and was deeply involved in the 2014 

elections and the No Casino campaign when I took the Rhode Island bar exam. I learned that 
I had passed shortly after we won the campaign to prevent Newport Grand from expanding. 
The people I worked with on the No Casino effort were passionate about their love of 
Newport, the small business economy, and their concern about the predatory gambling 
business. The campaign was a real tribute to the heart and soul of our community and a 
shining example that ‘big money’ and corporate interests don’t always win.  

 
Today, I run my own business and advise others who want to start their own business or 

nonprofit. I’ve developed a deep understanding of the challenges small businesses face in 
starting, maintaining, and growing their businesses. Many of my clients consider themselves 
social entrepreneurs; young people who are coming up with innovative ways to build 
successful businesses while supporting and enriching their employees. I find it interesting 
that many of these young entrepreneurs think about corporate responsibility in the same 
way my parent’s generation think about the family businesses that they’ve known and 
supported over the years. Today, my law firm is busy and successful, but I still appreciate the 
challenges of running a small business. Because of this experience, I was proud to introduce 
and pass legislation to streamline the registration process for food trucks in Rhode 
Island. Food trucks are a great way for existing businesses to expand and a low-cost 
entry point for someone who is looking to start a business. 

 
I believe that government can do good things; support small business growth, protect our 

environment and natural resources, advance civil rights, and work to ensure that no one gets 
left behind. But we can only accomplish these things if there are good people in government 
working hand in hand with the communities they serve. We need more than talking points 
and buzzwords to address these challenges. We need leaders who are rooted in our 
communities and have a proven track record of creating positive change in Jamestown, 
Newport and Rhode Island. 
That’s why I’m running for re-election to the state senate! 

 
In the coming weeks, I hope to meet you to discuss the issues facing Jamestown, Newport 

and Rhode Island and to earn your vote in on November 6.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

       Dawn Euer 
 
PS: Please feel free to call me at (401) 264-0680 or email me at dawn@electdawneuer.com 
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